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Masaji Honda*, Arika Kimura**, Siro Kitamura***, Hirosi Ito****, 
Hiroshi Hara*****, Kunio Iwatsuki****** & 

Hiroyoshi Ohashi******* : Was Sugimoto’s the Nippon Journal 
of Botany published effectively? 

^ffllE^* • • Jbttffljip*** • \fM #**** • JfC E***** • 

^n****** . xmiKifr*******: 


The Nippon Journal of Botany is a private botanical journal edited and 
published by Junichi Sugimoto at Toyoda-mura, Shizuoka Pref. of Japan, and 
Vol. 1, No. 1, 1-50, 1-29 and No. 2, 51-117, 1-5, 31-51 were issued on May 
1926 and July 1928 respectively. All the papers are written by J. Sugimoto 
himself in English or in Japanese, and the two papers titled ‘Notes on plants 
of Japan’ (1) 1-50 (1926) and (2) 51-117 (1928) include many new names of 
flowering plants and ferns of Japan, including 3 new genera, 83 new species, 
118 new varieties, 38 new forms and about 120 new combinations. 

This Journal was on sale only by cash or advance money order, and was 
not widely advertised to botanical public, nor sent to any botanical institu¬ 
tions or botanists. Its distribution was, therefore, extremely limited locally, 
and this Journal has not been located in any representative botanical institu¬ 
tions in London, Kew, Leiden, Paris, Leningrad, Calcutta, Peiping, Tokyo, 
Kyoto, Cambridge (USA), Washington, etc. 

So far no botanist has discussed effectiveness of this Journal. But if the 
Journal will be reproduced and distributed to any botanical institution in 
future, botanists who are not well aquainted with the situation of publication 
of this Journal will likely consider it as effective publication. 

Regarding the conditions of effective publication, Art. 29 of the Inter- 
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national Code of Botanical Nomenclature states that ‘publication is effected, 
under the Code, only by distribution of printed matter (through sale, ex¬ 
change or gift) to the general public or at least to botanical institution with 
libraries accessible to botanists generally.’ 

As mentioned above, Sugimoto’s Journal has never been distributed even 
to one botanical institution with library accessible to botanists generally, 
thus cannot be considered to have been distributed through sale to the gen¬ 
eral public. 

Actually no botanists has adopted new names published in this Journal 
until Hara took up one of them. Naturally new generic and specific names 
published in the Journal were not listed in Index Kewensis. The work was 
not included in the extensive bibliography on Eastern Asiatic botany by Mer¬ 
rill and Walker. Over 300 new names published in this Journal have not 
been cited in any floristic or monographic works. Later Sugimoto himself 
determined to abandon his Journal and burned its remaining stock, and he 
did not cite those names in his later publications. 

Under these circumstances, we have deliberately discussed the problem 
and came to the conclusion that Sugimoto’s Journal cannot be accepted as 
an effective publication under Art. 29 of the International Code. Therefore 
we recommend not to adopt or treat new names included in the Journal as 
validly published ones in future too. We add to note that the manuscript of 
this paper was sent to Sugimoto before publication, and he has fully agreed 
with our opinion. 

* * * * 
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